MINUTES
TOWN OF DUE WEST
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 2023 - 6:00PM
TOWN HALL -- 103 MAIN STREET

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Gayle Beaudrot; Mayor Pro Tem Bob Mock; Council Members Beck Eleazer, Chris Myers, Jay Lown, and

Kitty Storey

STAFF PRESENT: Kayla Davis, Clerk/Treasurer; Police Chief David Maxwell; Fire Chief Roy McClain, Utility Superintendent

Lewis Saxton

STAFF ABSENT: Attorney John Andrew Bishop

VI.

CALL MEETING TO ORDER—Mayor Beaudrot at 6:00 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/INVOCATION
Mayor Beaudrot led in the Pledge of Allegiance and the invocation was offered by Rev. Leland Beaudrot.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
No visitors present.

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL BUSINESS ITEMS

A. A motion was made by Council Member Jay Lown and 2" by Council Member Bob Mock to approve the
minutes of the Regular Town Council Meeting from December 18". Motion carried unanimously.

B. Financial statements were not available for January 2024 at this time as bank statements were not available
yet.

LEGISLATION

A. ORDINANCE NO. 12-2023
Mayor Beaudrot conducted the second Reading on Ordinance No. 12-2023—An ordinance of the Town of Due
West, S.C., amending the business license ordinance of the Town of Due West to update the class schedule as
required by Act 176 of 2020.

Mayor Beaudrot explained that this business license ordinance will have to be redone every 2 years because
the codes will update every odd year. Mayor Beaudrot asked if there were any questions and there were none.

A motion was made by Council Member Bob Mock to accept the ordinance entirely and 2" by Council Member
Beck Eleazer. Motion carried unanimously.

REPORTS

A. MAYOR'S REPORT

Mayor Beaudrot advised everyone that the holidays really cut into this month’s work schedule, but employees
deserved their time off. Due West is blessed to have such a fine team of valuable employees.

Matt Phillips and his accounting team were present on December 20 to begin preparation of our annual audit. He
did say it would probably be March before he had final audit prepared.

Mayor Beaudrot advised that she continues to study our monthly financials and has requested a meeting with
accountant Rhonda Cox.

B. ATTORNEY JOHN ANDREW BISHOP
Town Attorney John Andrew Bishop was not present at the meeting.

C. FIRE

Fire Chief Roy McClain stated that the engine is back from being repaired. Everything is running okay considering.
There was a ladder test last week and there were no repairs to be made, the only thing found during the detailed
inspection was a few loose bolts. Chief McClain stated that there were just a few calls over the Christmas holiday.
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VII.

VIII.

D. POLICE

Police Chief David Maxwell advised that everything was going well. Everyone was sick over the Christmas holidays
but they all continued to work. He advised the PD had a deep cleaning to try to help with the spread of germs.
Otherwise, everything was quiet and they were still looking for an officer to fill an open spot. Mayor Beaudrot asked
if they could post it on the MASC website and recommended the job ad be posted on local community pages. Chief
Maxwell advised that he had looked at posting on indeed but it would cost at minimum $150/week.

F. UTILITIES

Utility Superintendent Lewis Saxton stated that they were hoping to just get through the bad weather for tomorrow.
It is supposed to be much worse through Columbia and south of there. He stated that Erskine College had a sewer
leak today and the utility department assisted them with correcting the issue on College St.

OLD BUSINESS

Mayor Beaudrot read the minutes from the sub-committee that met regarding changing the due date and late fees
for the utility bill. The recommendation from the committee was not to change the due date and council would need
to vote.

Mayor Beaudrot made a motion to not change the due date for the utility bills and it was 2" by Mayor Pro Tem Bob
Mock.

Mayor Beaudrot asked for any discussion and there was extensive discussion between Council Member Jay Lown,
Council Member Beck Eleazer, Mayor Beaudrot, Fire Chief McClain, and Utility Superintendent Lewis Saxton
regarding this matter.

Mayor Beaudrot then asked if there was any further discussion, if not we would need to vote. The vote passed
unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Mayor Pro Tem Bob Mock asked if Mayor Beaudrot was looking into getting each department in the town a credit
card? Mayor Beaudrot stated that the bank is looking into options for credit cards.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. Town offices will be closed on January 15, 2024 in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

B. Mayor Beaudrot reminded everyone that there would be a special election for the open council seat on
February 6, 2024. At this time Richard Ashley is running unopposed and early voting is from January 22
through February 2.

ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Beaudrot asked if there was no other business, please make a motion to adjourn. Council Member Bob
Mock made a motion to adjourn at 6:23 PM, 2" by Council Member Jay Lown; all were in favor.
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